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118 Peace Sentiments from the Cabinet. [Oct. 

for a single dollar ! Why should I wonder at this, in a section where Mex- 
ico is looked upon as a rich prize for daring- valor? How few think that 
even Mexico is in the hands of a God, and, great and proud as our impious 
nation may be, that discomfiture and sad havoc may attend our inconsiderate 
designs upon her ! Yours, dear sir, affectionately, 

J. J. Flournoy. 

Alexandria, August 26, 1845. 

Mr. Elihu Burritt, — Dear Sir, — On my return home, after an absence 
of a few days, I had the pleasure of receiving your much esteemed commu- 
nication of the 16th inst. Your kind invitation to " come into our (your) 
little band of warm hearts and be one of us, like a brother and friend," is 
most gratefully accepted ; but I do not know how I can get any farther into 
the cause than I now am ; for I am now accused of devoting too much time 
to the cause of peace. And you will, doubtless, be surprised to learn, that 
from none do I perceive greater advocates of the army and navy and all 
other contrivances for the purposes of war and murder, than among profes- 
sors of religion. I have been frequently admonished to be on my guard 
against personal attacks from professional fighters who make a trade of war ; 
but would it be believed, that one of the severest attempts (for it was a 
complete failure and ended quite in the discomfiture of the belligerent 
assailant) that I have ever had made upon me, was by an exquisite 
professor of Christianity ! I must confess that it requires more philosophy 
than is generally allotted to man, to bear patiently with such hypocrisy, to 
which I attribute all the evils which afflict civilization. The great reforma- 
tion which we want to accomplish, must begin in the Christian church, for 
the money power of the army and navy have infused its pernicious influence 
into all the ramifications of civil society. Chaplains in the army and navy, 
generals, commodores, &c, are more or less contributors to the support of 
the gospel, and it would, consequently, come with ill grace from them to 
attack their living ; hence, their entire silence, in these parts, on the tran- 
scendent vices of the army and navy. * * * * I remain, co-worker in the 
great enterprise of peace, in which we are engaged. 

Your brother and servant, 

Leonard Mareury. 



Peace Sentiments from the Cabinet. 

" I believe that international war has just and honorable substitutes, such 
as a liberal justice in treaties, negotiation and arbitration, and that the time 
has come when obligations to settle differences without resort to the sword 
may safely be made a part of treaties between Christian nations." 

Cave Johnson. 

" War has been the severest scourge which has afflicted the human fam- 
ily, and peace among nations their happiest condition. All must perceive 
and rejoice in the fact, that the spirit of the age tends to peace. He is not 
the friend of man that would not do all that in him lies, to give force and 
energy to this spirit, and who would not rejoice to see it infuse itself into 
the councils of nations." W. L. Maxcy. 

" We, who remain at home, will water the tree of peace, so that its roots 
shall strike to the very heart of the earth, and its branches tower to the 
heavens. We will so nurture and protect it, that its verdure shall be per- 
rennial ; that no spirit of animosity shall sway its branches ; that not even a 
whisper of discord shall rustle in its topmost boughs." 

George Bancroft. 

" I am almost a Quaker on the subject of war." — Mr. Walker. 



